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ON THE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOUR- 
AGEMENTS, WHICH ATTEND THE 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


(Concluded from page 33.) 
Conciuston.—After all that has been ‘said in this 
jong letter, ] am persuaded that many readers will still 
think what is here advanced, a strange paradox; or 
perhaps he scaudalized at it, as a very wicked one; 
and will on no terms allow, that clergymen should lay 
aside what ought to be their chief study. And, to be 





sneenuous, | will confess 1 am entirely of the same 


mind. 


1 am as unwilling as they can be, to admit the | 
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fluence in opposition to a great body of a vigilant and 
learned clergy, who will be always able and ready to 
defend the received notions, if they can be defended ; 
and, if they cannot, it must be allowed they ought not. 
But, if some inconveniences would arise from the lib- 
erty I contend for, they are nothing in comparison of 
those that must follow from the want ef it. 

Till there is such a liberty allowed to clergymen ; 
till there is stch a security for their reputations, for- 
tunes, and persons; I fear I must add, till so difficult a 
study meets with proportionable éncouragement ; it is 
impossible a sincere, impartial, apd laborious applica- 
tion to it should generally prevail; and, till it does, it 
is as impossible the scriptures should be well under- 
stood; and, till they are, they are a rule of faith in 


name only. For it is not the words of. scripture, but 


conclusion, that the study of the scriptures should be the sense, which is the rule; and, so far as that is not 
deserted; and yet cannot deny, but, humanly speak- | understood, so far the scriptures are not our rule, what- 
ing, this must be the consequence from these premises. | ever we pretend; but the sense that men have put on 
If therefore we will not allow the conclusion, we must! them; men fallible as ourselves, and who were by no 
show the premises to be untrue, and that this study means so well furnished, as the learned at present are, 
will not be attended with so much danger. But this | with the proper helps to find out the true meaning of 
we in vain attempt, if we do not our parts at least, that! scripture. And while we take the sense of the scrip- 
these may not be the consequences. For, as long as tures in this manner upon content, and see not with 
they are, the study of the Scriptures will certainly con- | our own eyes, we insensibly relapse into the prineiples 
-inue to be neglected, as it now is ; and all men, who | of popery, and give up the only ground on which we 


-oniribute to these Consequences in any degree, do so 
far discourage the study of the scriptures, whatever 
they pretend. 

Ju truth, there is nothing more absurd, than to say 
ihe glorious things we do daily of the scriptures; and, 


atthe same time, make the study of them, to men of} 


sincere and honest minds, so extremely hazarduous 
and inconvenient. If then we would not be guilty of 
discouraging a study which we acknowledge to be the 
vreat duty of the clergy, as we are christians; if we 
would be true to the fundamental principles of the re- 
formation, as protestants, that the scriptures are the 
only rule of faith; let us use our best endeavors to re- 
move the great obstacles that lie against the study of 
them; let us do what we can, that learned men may 
have full liberty to study the scriptures freely and im- 
partially; good encouragement given them to go 
through the labor and difficulties of such a study, not 
slightly and superficially, butiiith such application 
and diligence as the nature of the thing requires ; and 
have leave to speak their sense with all manner of 
safety ; that their opinions may be examined fairly, 
and with temper; that their names be not unjustly 
loaded with calumny and slander; that their words 
and actions may be interpreted with the same candor, 
as is shown to those that differ from them ; that, if 
what they advance be right, it may be received ; if 
wrong, their errors may be refuted, as the mistakes of 
learned men on other subjects ; if doubtful, and the 
scriptures say so little, or speak so obscurely, that 
nothing can certainly be decided either way; that 
then nobody may be obliged to take either side as ne- 
cessary; that, whether their notions be right or wrong, 
their persons may, in all events, be safe, and their 
maintenance not affected by it; that, as long as they 
live virtuously, and write with all due modesty and 
good manners, and advance nothing that breaks in 
upon morality and government, they may be treated in 
all respects as those are or ought to be, who employ 
themselves in any other part of useful learning. 

I must add, let them be never so much in the wrong, 
I can apprehend no danger from it to the church; or 
that the errors of a few men can have considerable in- 


° 





| can justify our separation from the church of Rome.— 


It was a right to study and judge of the scriptures for 
themselves, that our first reformers asserted with so 
good effect ; and their successors can defend their ad- 
herence to them, on no other principle. 

If then we are concerned for the study of the scrip- 
tures, farther than in words; if we in earnest think 
them the only rule of faith ; let us act as if we thought 
so; let us heartily encourage a free and impartial stu- 
dy of them ; let us lay aside that malignant, arbitrary, 
persecuting, popish spirit ; let us put no fetters ou 
men’s understandings, nor any- other bounds to their 
inquiries, but what God and truth have set. Let us, 
if we would not give up the protestant principle, that 
the scriptures are plain and clear in the necessary 
articles, declare nothing to be necessary, but what is 
clearly revealed in them. 

Then may we hope to see the study of these divine 
books so happily cultivated by the united labors of the 
learned, when under no discouragements, that all may, 
in the main, agree in the true meaning of them. Pla- 
ces, that can be understood, they will agree in under- 
standing alike ; such at least as are of consequence to 
the faith. And, for such as are too obscure to be clear- 
ed up with any certainty, those likewise they will 
agree about and unanimously confess they are such as 
no article of faith can be grounded upon, or proved 
from. Next to the understanding a text of scripture, 
is to know it cannot be certainly understood. When 
the clear and dark parts of scripture are thus distin- 
guished, an unity may then reasonably be hoped for 
among protestants in necessary points; and a differ- 





| not, There is no medium; and therefore those who 


are against one side, which ever it be, are necessarily 


| the espousers of the other. Those who think it ought 


| not to be encouraged, will, | hope, think it no injury 


_ to be thought to defend their opinion upon such reasons 


as have been here brought for it, till they give better. 
On the other hand, those who think these reasons in- 
conclusive, and cannot find better, will find themselves 
obliged to confess, that such a study ought to be en- 
couraged ; and consequently must take care how they 
are accessory to such practices, as in their natufal con- 
sequence cannot but tend to its discouragement ; lest 
they come into the condemnation of those who love 
darkness rather than light; there is, in this case, no 
other medinm between encouraging and discouraging, 
but what there is between light and darkness. Every 
degree of darkness is a want of so much light ; and all 
want of light is a certain degree of darkness. To re- 
fuse then a grouter degree of light, where it can be had, 
is, in truth, to prefer darkness; which, in my humble 
opinion, can never be reasonable or excusable. Those, 
who are of another mind, plainly distrust themselves 
or their cause. Which if it can bear the light, why 
should it not be shown in it? But, if it cannot, it is 
not the cause of God, or of the Son of God ; for God is 
light, and in him is no darkness; and the Son of God is 
the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. 
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Orthodox Righteousness. 


The voice of Orthodoxy is loud in declaiming against 
the sentiments of impartial grace, and with the epi- 
thet of heresy brands the character of him who bring- 
eth salvation to all men. ‘To be righteous in the eye 
| of orthodoxy, we must impute the worst of characters 
'to the God of our existence, and this character we 
must profess to love. If by the mandate of God we 
| are compelled to part with friends as dear to us, as our 

vital blood, and this separation is to bury them in end- 
less misery, we must profess, (although hypocritically.) 
that God is our friend and that our hearts’ affections 
| are on him! Yea, we must go further and say, that 
| we should continue to love God, though he should ap- 
,point our lot in the eternal lake, that burneth with 
fire and brimstone ! 

Orthodox righteousness reqaires our confession of re- 
ligion, in which we must profess to have been born 
again, although we are not in the least changed from 
our previous Character; unless we have become more 
bigoted, more hypocritical, and more given to long 
prayers and outward sanctity. At this time we must 
say we have repented of our sins; this will make us 
sure of salvation in the future world, although we are 
no better moralists than others who have not made the 











ence of opinion, in such as are not necessary, can have | high pretentions we have; provided nevertheless, we 
no manner of ill consequence, nor any way disturb the | threaten all those who subscribe not to the orthodox 
peace of the church; since there will then be nothing faith, with eternal misery ; pronouncing their different 
left in its doctrines, to inflame men’s passions, or feed | beliefs, heresy, or doctrines of devils. If we profess 
their corrupt interests, when we are all agreed about to have repented of our sins, and gain a standing as 
what is essential to religion ; and what is not essential members of an orthodox church, this repentaace, and 
is looked on as indifferent, so that a man may take one | this situation will answer for our whole life, unless we 
side, or the other, or neither, or may change, as he | are so unskillful in deception that we are detected by 
sees reason, without offence. the world in some fraud, or very apparent misuso re of 

Upon the whole, a free and impartial study of the | our neighbors, or rither of our fellow-churehmen. We 
scriptures either ought to be encouraged, or it ought|have an undoubted right to persecute those who are 
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jaws will not take cognizance of our proceedings. In 














most heinous part of infernal wickednegs! This ga 


fact. we need fear but little an excommunication for |“ Jf thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? or if swer puts us in possession of another fact which we 
apy condust we shall perform, unless it isthe attend-| thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thouunto may $0 in our ae jf applying it to the 
ing of Universalists’ meetings ; and do we confess their} p;» 2 If thou be righteous, what givest thou him? moral government of Heaven. erefore, if we sa 


faith, that “* God is the Saviour of all men?” then 
church enathemas will lower upon our heads, like ar" i-+¢ 

ness which. portends an approaching storm; an y fy O- ' | one, 
oa not frightened to a peumaciation of our faith in | By the doctrine of this text I wish to disprove that _ pares will er! so - do time Without end, 
God's impattial love ? quickly we are driven from the enormous error, so generally believed, which contends we certain A im in the most blasphemons 
church, by an excommunicating thunder-bolt. ‘that the sins of finite beings deserve an infinite punish- : manner possi , e! , - 

Orthodox righteousness requires its votaries to im- ment, because they are committed against an infinite | Gentle reader, do not allow yourself to be offen 
bibe the spirit of the pharisee; a man can never in) Being. The text, which heads this article, does not, because | set the truth before you, 80 plainly, that you 
heart be an orthodox believer, unless he can call 00 a}jow that God is in any way injured by our sins, or bene- cannot avoid secing it. _But will you say that, even 
his God, and say, “I thank thee, that I am not like fitted by our righteousness. If the Omniscient Deity allowing that this reasoning is fairly deducibie from 
other men, an extortioner, anjust, adulterer, and like jnows that the sins of men can never do Him any harm, | the passage of scripture which heads it, we ought to 
this poor publican,” &c. The reason we assign is how is it possible for him to see it to be just to injure | be careful that we do not put too much stress on a sin- 
this; a man cannot believe that his neighbor will be them for what they do, which is no injury to Him? I gle passage, but ey og the scriptures generally on 
eternally damned, and that himself will forever enjoy am aware that some may say that it is impious, to que- — same ee. one To this remark I am willing to 
the presence of God, unless he considers himself more ry in this manner, into the merits of this very awful | *8TE¢ ; but am disposed to restrict its application. — 
holy. more meritorious of God’s peculiar blessing. If subject, because it seems to be indulging in a freedom Ifthere were a single item of this reasoning which was 
he believed his neighbor as meritorious as himself, he ypich is culculated to lessen the terrors of God in the not a granted fact, by all, or which was not a self-eyi- 
could offer no reason why he should be saved and his wing. But if such persons will use a little candor, | dent fact, the above remark would have authority to. 
neizhbor damned. He might say, that he was a favo- they will at once see that it is far more impious to re- | require an association of other scriptures to support the 
rite of heaven, by the particular election of God, and represent the Creator as an evil being, possessing qual- | doctrine found in our text, if such scriptures could be 
not by any good works he had done ; and that his jties which are most hateful in their nature, than it is to found. But the truth is, the foregoing reasoning is all 
neighbor was a reprobate. To this we deny the appel- indulge a free inquiry respecting him, which cannot fail , self-evident even if there were nota single passage jn 
lation of reason, for the man talks of that which he of discovering the infinite amiableness of his nature, and the bible which was designed to relate to it. However, 
knows nothing about. This neighbor which he de- of inducing us to love him above all other objects.— ) 98 there are other passages which relate to the same 
nominates a reprobate might retort, and place the Jet us, therefore, proceed in our research, and make | Seneral subject, it may be profitable to notice some of 
term reprobate on the one who gave it to him, and’ yse of those matters of fact which God has put within ; that sort, in connexion with our text. Psalm xvi. 2,3, 
boast himself an heir of heaven, and regard the’ oyr reach, by which we can learn the nature and ten- | **Q my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, thou art 
other as a victim for hell, and with as much reason as: dency of moral justice. Suppose then that my neigh- | ™Y Lord ; my goodness extendeth not to thee ; but to 
the other confined the blessing to himself, and placed | hor really intends and does me an injury. Am J, in the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, 
the curse on him. consequence of this, justified in becoming his enemy? 2 Whom is all my delight.” It will not be deemed 

There are two steps to be taken in order to be init-| This no christian will allow. Then let us apply this | mecessary to labor to show, that if our righteousness 
iated into Calvinistic righteousness ; Ist. We must be-| matter of clear and acknowledged fact to the divine does not extend to God, our wickedness cannot. Ey- 
lieve in our own eternal damnation; and after we have justice. Suppose then that wicked men had really in- en Eliphas, who was inclined to aggravate and make 
held this idea a while, until some minister who has) tended and effected an injury to our Creator, which | the sins of Job much larger and more heinous than they 
been concerned for our precious souls, says, we are} al] allow to be impossible, the matter of fact, which were, makes the following remarks by way of ques- 


ein ‘ > ‘ 
born again. Then, 2dly. We must believe that we| we have now to apply, necessarily informs us that this; tions; ‘*Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that 


shall be saved, and others will be eternally condemn-| wou)d not render it just for God to be man’s enemy. is wise may be profitable unto himself ’ Is it any ples 
ed. Now, any one who would arrive to the summit of | [¢ would not justify Him in designing or executing any | Sure to the Almighty that thou art righteous? or is it 
orthodox righteousness must adopt this process. We! injury on man. If it be in the mind of the reader, that | Sain to him that thou makest thy ways perfect? will 
are sensible that to do justly, love mercy, and walk | if my neighbor really designed and did me an injury, I | he reprove thee for fear of thee ?” The meeesas 
humbly, is the righteousness that God requires ; but. have a right to counteract him, and even cause him to | which is here expressed evidently agrees with the 
more than this is required from a partial church; or} .uffer; I am willing to acknowledge it; and I am wil-, Words of the approved Elihu, which head this subject, 
more properly this will not qualify, for such a church. | Jing to apply this fact to the divine justice in the mor- | 20d also with the testimony above quoted from David. 

Kind reader, you are acquainted in society, you have | .) governmept of God. But here we find a material | The following words of St. Paul are to this subject :— 


that God will continue to inflict unspeakable torments 
on men, beyond what are necessary to reform the wick- 
ed and make restitution for the wrongs they have d 


or what receiveth he of thine hand ?°—Job xxxv. 








had dealings with those who have been born into Cal- 


vinistic righteousness, and have prefessedly repented of 
their sins; do they manifest in their demeanor, more 
justice, mercy, and humility. than others? Is there 
less need, in your traffic with them, of watchfulness? 
Have you not seen those who by pretending to conver- 
sion and repentance had become members of the or- 
thodox body, who, in your opinion, would have as ma- 
ny sins to repent of, (should they repent the second 
time,) as some who never consented to their confes- 
sion of faith? If the believers of partial sentiments 
would have us understand by their being born again, 
their forsaking of evil and doing good, we verily think 
that a successive train of new births would not be use- 
less ; for their efforts are subject to degeneration, those 
who are exercised thereby if they ever forsake sin, are 
often visited with a relapse. 

Let us look to the wisdom which is from above, (for 
the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God,) for 
instruction in righteousness. ‘‘ The wisdom which is 
{rom above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocricy.” B. W. 

—_—= os Oo 

Pleasure is very seldom found where it is sought.— 
Our brightest blazes of gladness are commonly kindled 
by unexpected sparks. The fiowers that scatter the 


sweetest odours, in the path of life, generally gtow 
without culture. 


| posed, if I had all the means in my power. But here 


variation of case; for it stands granted that wicked 
men have never had it in their power to injure the Al- 
mighty. However, after allowing this disparity of cir- 
cumstance, I am willing to concede that our heavenly 
Father has a right to counteract wicked men and even 
cause them to suffer, and this to as great a degree as 
it would be right for me to do, in the case above sup- 


arises another question, the answer to which presents 
us with another fact, which will assist us in our main 
object. The question is, for what purpose and to what 
extent have I a right to cause my neighbor to suffer, 
who has injured me? The answer is, for the purpose 
of reforming him and of repairing the wrong done to 
myself if possible, and to a degree which is rendered 
necessary to effect these ends; and no farther. Now 
if we apply this fact to the administration of divine 
justice, it allows us to believe that God may counter- 
act the wicked, and even cause them to suffer to as 
great a degree as is necessary to effect their reforma- 
tion and to repair the wrongs which they have done to 
their fellow creatures; and no further. 

That we may see our subject still plainer, we will 
suppose a contrary case, and ask what would be 
thought of me, if after my neighbor had heartily re- 
pented of all the wrongs he had done me, and to the 
utmost of his power had made restitution, I should stil] 
continue to cause him to suffer the most painful tor- 


See 1 Cor. x. 22, ** Do we provoke the Lord to jeal- 
ousy? Are we stronger than he ?”” Compare Jeremiah 
vii. 19, ** Do they provoke me to anger? saith the 
Lord ; do they not provoke themselves to the confu- 
sion of their own ‘cel? 

These scriptures manifestly support the self-evident 
fact, that God is not injured by men’s folly; and, 
therefore, we may safely conclude that the divine Be- 
ing ‘* will not cast off forever; but though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion according to the 
multitude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict wil- 
lingly nor grieve the children of men.” H. B. 
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Carver, Avcosr Ist, 1823. 
Messrs. Editors,—Being at the Rev. Mr. Harpy’s 
meeting, last Sabbath, I was much struck, both with 
the Rev. Gentleman’s conduct, and with the general 
character of his discourse. On both of these subjects 
| wish to offer a few remarks for the consideration of 
some who were present at the time. 


Mr. H.’s conduct seemed to me to denote much of} alive.” 1 Cor. xv. 


the spirit of the ancient Pharisees: ‘ Stand by thyself; 
come not near to me, for I am holier than thou.” This 
spirit was evinced, not only in the delivery of his ser- 
mon, but also in his management respecting the sing- 
ing. This service he took on himself, and did not per- 
mit the choir to perform it, through fear, I suppose, that 
if they did, it would be (as he expressed it in his pray- 
er) “ta solemn sound upon a thoughtless tongue.”— 
This notion of our being so much better than others 
that we cannot join with them in worshipping God, 
is certainly pharasaical. The Pharisees ‘ thought 
themselves righteous and despised others ;’’ and the 
one that went up to the temple to pray, could not 
unite with the poor publican, but ‘* stood by himself,” 
and thanked God that he was not like other men. How 
different was the conduct of Christ! He received sin- 
ners, and eat with them. And how different was the 
feeling of the apostles ! They esteemed others better 
than themselves. Such ought to be the feeling of 
those in Mr. H.'s station at the present day. 

Mr. H.’s text was Mat. xvi. 26, ** What shall it pro- 
fiamanif he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
oun soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for 
ii: soul? T would observe generally that it was the 
apparent object of the preacher to establish the doc- 
trine that a great portion of mankind will be rrEcov- 
KRABLY lost; and for this purpose he quoted almost 
all the passages of scripture which speak of Hell or 
Punishment, at the same time adding to most of them 
some expression of his own, to indicate endless misery. 
Now, | humbly ask Mr. H. what there is, in his text, 
about souls being irrecoverably iost? What is there 
about their sinking down below all hope? What about 
man’s stale being unalterably fixedat death? What 
about the infinite nature of sin? or an ifinile atone- 
There is indeed just as much about these 
things in the text, as there is in any of the Scriptures, 
—that is to tay, not one word, 

The Sermon was under two heads: 1. That man has 


nent ? 
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of all men to holiness: “* Look unto me, and be ye sav- 
ed, all the ends of the earth; for Iam God, and there 
is none else. Ihave sworn by myself, the word is gone 
out efmy mouth in righteousness and shall not return, 
that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I nicarrovs- 
NESS and STRENGTH,”——Isaiah xlv. He has foretold 
the same by the spirit of prophecy in his servants: ‘* As 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
Now, I pray you, is there any 
danger that all men will not be made alive in Christ ? 
Or that every tongue shall not surely say it hath righ- 
teousness and strength in God? Is there any danger, 
think you, that some will be irrecoverably lost, when 
the scripture assures us that God actually is the Sa- 
viour of all men? [1 Tim. iv. 10.] 

Mr. H. even asserted that ‘ ali souls were in danger 
of being irrecoverably lost! And yet he himself be- 
lieves that God has elected some to everlasting life, 
and made their salvation secure by his eternal decree. 
Still there is danger that they will all be lost! Mr.H. 
presumes too far on the stupidity of his hearers, when 
he talks such nonsense before them. 

He also asserted that ** if any are lost, they are irre- 
coverably lost.” Christ says, he came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. Now, must we believe that 
Christ came to seek and to save that which was irre- 
coverably lost? The father of the prodigal said, 
“this my son was Jost, and is found.”» Must we be- 
lieve that this son who was at length found, was first 
irrecoverably lost ? How surprising it is to hear a pro- 
fessed teacher lay it down as a proposition that if any 
are lost they are irrecoverably lost! The woman in 
the parable lost a piece of silver, and recovered it ; the 
man lost one of his flock and recovered it ; the prodi- 
gal was lost, and afterwards recovered ; mankind were 
lost, and Christ came to recaverthem. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the Preacher will put his proposition in different 
words, and say, ‘* that if a soul be once in hell, it must 
forever remain there.” But will he, or any body else, 
abide by this proposition ?* ‘Let him look to the 2d 
chapter of Acts and compare the 27th verse with the 
3ist and he will see it is intimated that Christ’s soul 
had been in hell; but will he contend it must forever 
remain there? David says, ‘ the pains of hell gat hold 
on me.”’ Is it supposed there is no release from these 
pains? David says again, ** Thou hast delivered my 
soul from the lowest hell.” Now, I ask, must we, in 
order to be sound in the faith, believe there is no de- 


a soul which will exist eternally ; and 2. That there is|liverance from hell? The Psalmist says also, “ the 


danger of this soul’s being irrecoverably lost. 


That man | Wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 


has a soul which will exist eternally, I believe ; but; that forget God ;” and still he says, “ AU nations whom 


that this soul is in danger of being irrecorerably lost, is 
most evidently untrue, if it be a fact (as 1 presume 
will be admitted) that God was good to this soul in 
creating it. For to say that God created souls which 
he all the while knew would be irrecoverably lost and 
infinitely wretched if they were created, is to charge 
him with being infinitely cruel towards some of his 
creatures, before they had committed a single act to 
offend him. God defend me from so blasphemous a 
belief. Let me believe, according to the scriptures 
that God is good to all. Did not the All-wise know 
with certainty, before he created men, what would be 
the final state of each individual, if created? Yes.— 
And if any will be infinitely wretched, he knew it, did 
he, while creating them? Yes. Would a good God 
create, in such a case? Or in other words, Can Good- 
ness knowingly effect an infinite and irremediable curse? 
No. “ Love worketh-no ill.” Now, as God did know 
what would actually be the final condition of his crea- 
tures, it is absolutely necessary to suppose, in order to 
vindicate the goodness of God, that he knew they would 
aot be irrecoverably lost ; and surely there is no dan- 
ser of that’s beg irrecoverably lost, which God 
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thou hast made shail come and worship before thee, 
and shall glorify thy name.” Is it necessary to believe 
that those nations who were cast into hel], must re- 
main there forever, and never eome and worship before 
God? Or may we be permitted to believe that all na- 
tions shall come and worship before God ? 

Mr. H. also asseried, ‘‘ that the scriptures teach 
that sin is an infinite evil.’ Do the scriptures teach 
thus? If{they do, it is the easiest thing imaginable 
just to name the passage and tell where it may be 
found ; and I hereby request Mr. H. odo this. Now, 
supposing he will not even mention the passage, nor 
tell what the passage is, on which he founded that as- 
sertion, what must we think of the Rev. Gentleman’s 
honesty? I say, of his honesty! for if a man, while 
standing before his Maker, in the midst of adoration 
and prayer, will solemnly assert that the scriptures 
teach a certain notion, when he recollects nothing in all 
the volume that has even the appearance of teaching 
it, whether we call him honest or dishonest, pious or 
impious, common sense cannot be deccived by the 
mere name; we know that his word is not to be trust- 
ed. The fact is, there is not a single passage of scrip- 


kuew with certainty would not be. Look into the lture that has even the appearance of teaching that sin 
scriptures and you will perceive that God has foretold _is an infinite evil, it we except Eliphaz’s appeal to Job : 
(and consequently he foreknew) the final restoration | « Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities in- 















finite?” Job. xxii. 5. But the Lord afterwards sevore- 
ly reproved Eliphaz for what'he he had spoken. Job 
xii. 7. 

I confess, I never could understand what people 
mean when they assert that sin is infinite ; for they 
themselves believe that God, in many cases, puts away 
sin, cleanses from it, aud destroys it. It strikes me as 
very stupid to cal] that which may be, and often is, de- 
stroyed, infinite. I do not think that any one would 
object to infinite punishment, on condition that it 
should be such a sort of infinite punishment as shall be 
destroyed or done away. 

l observed that Mr. H. repeated the following as 
though it were scripture: “As Death leaves us, so: 
judgment will find us.” I have often wondered that 
those clergymen who are so fond of quoting this noto- 
rious sentence as scripture when they know that it is- 
not, do not devise some way to have it inserted in the 
sacred volume, so as to refer to it, chapter and verse. 
They certainly need not be restrained by fear of the 
woe denounced against such as shall add to the sayings 
of the Book ; because they have already incurred that 
woe by makii:g the sentence pass current for scripture. 

To conclude: Considering Mr. H.’s text with its 
connexion, | think it sufficiently evident that by ‘ seu’ 
was meant ‘life.™ In the 25th verse (which is the 
preceding verse) Christ says, “ For whosoever will 
save his life, shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake, shall findit.” Then follow the wards 
of the text: ** For what is a man profitted if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul? Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?’ It ‘was oi 
one’s life that our Saviour was speaking. He first as- 
sured his disciples that whoever would save his life,. 
should lose it, and whoever would lose his life for 
Christ’s sake, should save it; and then how perfectly 
natural it was for Christ to ask them what it would pro- 
fit them to gain the whole world, if they Jost their lives. 
The reader is desired to turn to the passage, begin at 


the 24th verse, and read to the end of the chapter. 
ps MPree, 


nm 


* Any one acquainted wiih Greek, will be satisfied 
that our correspondent’s explanation is correct, if he 
will but look iato the origina]. The word translated 
‘soul’ in the text, is that which is translated ‘ life,’ in 
the preceding verse. ‘Ihe whole passage ought to have 
been rendered, * For whosoever wiil save his life, shai! 
lose it ; and whosever wil] lose his life for my sake, 
shall find it. For what is a man profited ifhe shall gain 
the whole world, and lose lis own life? or what shal! 
aman give in exchange for his life :’—ditors. 





MARREED, 
In this city, by the Rev. Hosea Bailou, Mr. Albe: 
Guile to Miss Elizabeth Godfrey. 
By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John Dennis Wallace 
to Miss Sarah Nickerson. Mr. Thou: Sinclairto Mise 
Mary Acres. 


» 


DIED, 

In this city, Isaac Pinkerton, aged 4 months. Mr 
James Shepard. Francis N. aged 6 mousth, son of Mr. 
Tobias Lord. David Sawyer, son of Mr. Ezekiel Cush- 
ing. Mrs. Eliza Bridge, aged 35. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. . 
UST Published and for sale at this Office, a Re- 
viuw of a Pamphlet entitled—* The Doctrine oi 
the immediate happiness of all raenu 2 the article of 
death examined, in a letter to a isiend, by Charles 
Hudson.” By Thomas Whittemore, pastor of the first 
Universalist Society, in Cambridge. 





UST received aad for Sale at this Office, ‘* A lec- 
e¥ ture Sermon on the Spring seasow of the Gospei 
delivered before the Firet Universalist Society in Lang- 
don, N. H. on the 3d Sabbath in May, 1623. by 
Doupuus SkinneR.—Text, * Lo, the winter is past, 
the rain ts over and gone; the flowers appear on the 
eorth ; the time of the singing of birds is conte, and the 
voice of the turlle is heard tn our land ; lhe fir-tres pet 
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ieth forth her vreen figs, and the vines with bi 
give a good smell.” 
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POETS CORNER. 


hat the first idea, as well as name 
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of the character described in the following piece, | 
was suggested by reading the Brian of Scott ; (see | My difficulties with the Editors remain in statu quo. 


ERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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From the Christian Repository. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM E. TURNER, 
Dated Charlestown, June 26, 1823. 


cescriptions in this are perfectly original, and BRIAN } Ballou, and the settlement embraces both their per- 
himself does not resemble, either in character or the { sonal and public difficulties. ‘They have exchanged 
| papers, purporting that each considers the other ‘a 


supposed circumstances of his life, that oi Scott. 





BRIAN, 


BY J. G, HARRIS. 


Of mind untutor’d, free and wild, 
Was Brian from his infant days ; 
A thoughtful and eccentric child, 
With fancy’s airy visions fill’d, 
lie trac’d life’s early ways. 
Oft would he rove o’er hills of snow, 
Beneath pure winter's azure skies, 
While keen the piercing north-winds blow, 
And from the deep ravines below, 
Gray twilight’s shadows rise. 


tle lov’d to hear the solemn roar, 

When late Autumnal tempests frown, 
Or Wintry storms, o’er mountains hoar, 
‘The fleecy flakes incessant pour, 

Aud send a rustling moan. 

Or when mid-summer tempests rise, 

And veil the day’s descending beam, 
Ife view’d the scene with ardent eyes ; 
While light shone back from eastern skies, 

An unpropitious gleam. 


Oft would he leave the social band, 

To rove through unfrequented ways, 
Where far the desert wilds expand, 
And moon-beams stray o’er barren land, 

Or streams the meteor-blaze. 


WWiid scenes of nature charm’d his view,— 
They seem’d congenial to his soul.— 
But human hearts he’d prov’d untrue ; 
He sought to shun th’ officious crew, 
Who would his peace control. 


l'ar fled he to the wilds unknown, 
Where hills surround a shady glen, 
Where human foot has seldom gone |; 
lle sought to live unseen, alone, 
Far from the abodes of men. 


Seldom tne beam that smiles serene 


(Should Autumn spread her halcyon skies,) 


To twinkle o’er those hills is seen ; 
Tall, shady hills of ever-green, 
Where Alpine forests rise. 


Perchance the low-descending day 
Casts oa those heights a purple glow 3 
Or Summev’s influential ray 
Might penetrate its mazy way 
Down to the vale below. 


Here long he liv’d; nor passions dire 
E’er broke his undisturb’d repose ; 

For here, cool Reason reign’d entire, 

And life burn’d with a temp’rate fire. 
Then glimmer’d to its close. 


Now to a shadier land he’s gone, 

Nor human eye has wept his fall ; 
That dark, mysterious land unknown, 
O’er which Oblivion’s hand has thrown 

Mer thickest, sablest pall. 


A long adieu, fond Nature’s child, 

Who lov’d her grandest scenes to trace ! 
Pure was thy heart, though free and wild, 
And with its Maker reconcil’d, 

“hall mark his nobler ways. 





{ 


| have passed between them. 


Christian Minister, and in the fellowship of the gospel.’ 
This settlement was made at the meeting of the South- 
ern Association at Stafford, Con. Mr. Ballou made the 
first advances to settle. They made their adjustment 
in private, and nothing is to be given to the public ex- 
cept as some may occasionally read the papers which 
I] have waited upon Mr. 
Ballou, and attempted a settlement in the same way, 
but was denied.—You will remember that, not long 
since, the Junior Editors informed the public, that they 
had uo right to make a distinct settlement.” 


NOTICE. 


It is with deep regret that I am compelled to con- | 


tradict a statement contained in the above extract from 
Rev. Edward Turner’s letter to Rey. Samuel C. Love- 
land. ‘The statement is in the following words ; ** Mr. 
Ballou made the first advances to settle.”? ‘This indi- 
cates that, respecting the dificulty between me and 
Mr. Dean, I considered myself in the wrong, and made 
the first advances to settle, and this, to help myself 


| out of difficulty ; all of which is totally erroneous.— 








But I wish to guard agaiust any suspicion being enter- 
tained of Mr. Turner’s veracity, in this case, for he has 
fully certified that Mr. Dean gave him such informa- 
tion ; and | am sorry to say that Mr. Dean has made 
the same incorrect statement to a number of others. — 
I would also inform those who have heard this state- 
ment, that I have, in my possession, all the papers 
respecting my complaint against Mr. Dean, and our 
settlement, and will satisfy any who will call on 
me, HosEA BALLov. 
N. B. Mr. Loveland is requested to insert the above 
notice in his next number. Il. B. 





We, the Subscribers, take this way to correct anoth- 
er mistake in the above extract of the Rev. Mr. Tur- 
ner’s letter. The mistake is found in the following 
words: ‘** not long since, the Junior Editors [of the 
Magazine] informed the public, that they had no right 
tomake a distinct settlement.”? This is a mistake.— 
What we informed the public, was, that ** The Edi- 


{tors had entered into a mutual understanding that we 


would not publish any thing relative to the * Appeal to 
the Public, without the consent of all the Editors.”— 


| We have never stated that we had no right to make a 


distinct settlement. Hosea BAuiou, 2d. 


TaHomas WairtTEMoRE. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Immutability of God ; 


A DIALOGUE BETWEEN UNIVERSALIST 
AND ARMINIAN. 


Univ. | think, friend Arminian, that you believe 
God to be unchangeable. 

Arm. Certainly I do. 

Univ. Will you be so good as to explain what you 
mean by God’s being unchangeable ? 

rm. Why, I mean, as St. James expresses it, that 
he is without variableness or shadow of turning. Job 
says that he is in one mind, and who can turn him ?—~ 
He is of the same disposition, feeling and intention, 
from eternity to eternity. I do not know that I can 
better explain it. 

7 Univ. O, | am perfectly satisfied with your explana- 

tion, I think vou Letieve too, that God is kind and 
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merciful to the sinful race of men; and that it is hi 

will that they should all become holy, and be saved 
Arm. 1 do not know that I understand you, : 
Univ. | have heard your preachers sometimes on 

very affectingly of the great goodness of God to 


. hearted sinners, and expatiate m : 
the 3d Canto of his Ledy of the Lake) but yet the Brother Dean however has lately settled with Mr. | hog wig * a uch on his tenderness 


toward them ; and I meant to ask you, whethe} you dy 
not believe that God is exceedingly kind, mercify) 
aud compassionate to all his creatures, even to the vit. 
est sinners ? 

Arm. | believe that he is, so long as their day of 
grace lasts. 4 

Univ. Now, friend Arminian, I havea most impor. 
tant question to ask, and I anxiously hope that you 
will not attempt to shun it: Do you believe that God 
is changeable, and that he will become less kind, mer. 
ciful and compassionate, affer what you cali the day 
of grace has expired, than he was before ? 

rm. Sir, you have been endeavoring to entrapime! 

Univ. There is no entrapping in the affair, I haye 
taken no advantage whatever of your words ; but haye 
merely laid before you, in conjunction, two important 
particulars of your own faith,—the Unchangeableness 
of God, and his Goodness to All Men, in this>life,— 
Now, my friend, will you allow that he will change to 
a disposition less merciful and compassionate, when 
what you call the day of grace has expired ? 

Arm. Why, indeed, Sir, | confess it is impossible be 


should ; but I never thought of this subject, Just in this 
connexion, before. 

Univ. It is certainly a self-evident truth, Sir, that if 
God is good and merciful to all men, in this life, even 
to the greatest sinners, he will be just as good, just as 
merciful, just as Compassionate to them hereafter, and 
to all eterniiy, ii he is unchangeable. Is not this state- 
ment self-evident ¢ 

Arm. It appears so, to besure. 

Univ. And the common doctrine, that hereafter God 
will have no mercy for some of his creatures, but be 
their inexorable euemy, and pursue them with rin- 
dictive fury forever and ever, is, of course, untrue. 
1 was about to ask your opinion of God's will respect- 
ing the salvation of nankind ; and if the conversation 
is not disagreeable to you, | should like to take up this 
subject. 

Arm. 1 agree with you that it is the will of God that 
all should be saved ; but do you not believe that men 
are free agents, and at liberty either to comply with 
the offers of mercy or to refuse them ? 

Univ. Free agency is one subject, and the will of 
God is another. If you please, we will first consider 
the will of God; and after that, free agency, if neces- 
sary. You believe it to be really the will of God that 


all men should become holy and be saved? 
Arm. Certainly. 
Univ. Will not this remain God’s will to all eterni- 


ty? Or will he at length change, and be of a different 
mind ? 

4rm. Sir, I wish to think on this subject, more leis- 
urely. I never contemplated it in this point of view, 
before ; and I wish not to be hasty in fixing my judg- 
ment. But I confessthere appears to be much truth 
in your suggestions. 

Univ. I by no means wish you to be hasty inmaking 
up your judgment, though the truth on this poiut 
seems to me as self-evident as on the former. Cer- 
tainly, nothing can be more evident, than that if it be 
God’s will that all should be saved, it must remain his 
will forever, if he is unchangeable. And even if any 
of the human race be unholy in the future state of ex- 
istence, God will there sincerely desire, and therefore 
seek to effect, their holiness and their happiness-— 
Nor can this immutable wit ever cease to exert its 
powers in their behalf, until its object is accomplished. 
Sir, if ‘you meditate on this subject with candor, I may 
with certainty anticipate the conclusion at which you 
will arrive ; and so much confidence have I| in your 
honesty and love of truth, that I hail you as one who 


shall soon trust in the living God as the Saviour of a! 
men. MaArRcceé. 








